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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear MMS community,

The first two months of school are almost complete and we are up and running. We have had two PTO meetings, a newsletter collation and distribution, a fundraiser, School Store open and a spirit wear sale. Student directories are being compiled and sent out for printing. The email system is up and running with a few glitches so bear with us. The website has been updated and has a few new features to further keep families informed. Please take the time to update yourself.

With all that said we must thank all our volunteers and Committee chairs that stepped forward to take on these committees. Great job and thank you for the time you put in. Noting gets done without your time and effort.

I would like to thank some others that have stepped up to take on some other positions in our PTO. Marge Mullen has taken on the Front bulletin board for school and PTO information. Anne Lang stepped forward to chair another of our Silent Fundraisers, ink cartridge collection and John Mirabito has stepped forward to fill the publicity chair position. There are still others that need to be filled. If interested please follow up with our Volunteer Coordinator Laura Mazeika- mazeika1@comcast.net. 

PTO Advisory Rep- Attend PTO advisory meeting on the 1st Wednesday morning of every month. Report information at monthly PTO Meetings 

Hospitality- Plan and coordinate drinks & treats for PTO activities that do not have chairman. Such as PTO meetings, 5th grade student visit to MMS etc. Use baking volunteer list to provide treats. 

Staff Appreciation Lunch- Held in June. Help is needed with set up, clean up, serving, and providing a food item (dessert, salad, etc.) 

8th Grade Dance- Held in June. Help is needed with set up and clean up. NO 8th Grade Parents as per 8th grade team 

8th Grade Graduation Reception- Held immediately after 8th grade graduation ceremony. Help is needed with set -up, clean up, serving, decorating, providing a food item etc. NO 8th Grade Parents as per 8th Grade team. 

8th Grade Picnic- Held in May or June. Help is needed with set-up, clean up, serving, cooking, supervising, etc. NO 8th Grad Parents- as per 8th Grade Team. 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon- Held in June. Help is needed with set up & clean up, Serving, and providing a food item (dessert, Salad etc.)

Unfortunately will have had to postpone the Nov 16th Fall Family fun night due to the lack of volunteers. At this time we hope with renewed enthusiasm we will hold it in the spring. 

Our first Cultural Arts program will take place on Nov 19th. There will be a science assembly done by the Children’s Museum. Each grade will be treated to a 60-minute assembly. Thanks to Liz Treacy for working with the staff to coordinate this. 

As you can see the PTO runs on volunteers, which is why and how we are successful.  We love new ideas and welcome any involvement you can offer.

Sincerely,

Len (Elena) Hamm

d.e.hamm@snet.net
267-5796
*Connecticut 2007 Teacher of the Year and Dignitaries Tour
Pomperaug High School*

Parents, guardians, and other interested citizens attended
an open Town Meeting on October 24, 2007 at 10:00-11:00am for the 
purpose of identifying and increasing the understanding of specific 
trends and issues that confront Connecticut schools. The Town Meeting 
was held at the Pomperaug High School All-Purpose Room and visitors 
are asked to arrive by 9:45am. The 2007 Connecticut Teacher of the Year, 
Christopher Poulos, has initiated the "CT Tour of Schools" and PHS was 
chosen as the school to represent District Reference Group "B".

Update for MMS Student Directory (as of 10/29/07)

The 2007-2008 MMS Student Directory is close to being complete.  It may even be printed and distributed by the time you receive this newsletter.  I apologize for the delay.  In addition to not having last year’s information available on disk to use as a basis, I also had a family emergency that kept me out of town for almost 2 weeks.  I appreciate your patience and understanding.

Jane Birtwell 264-2580

 

Volunteers Needed

 

  

We will need volunteers to collate the newsletter On Friday November 2. If you are available to help please let me know. We will start approximately 8:30am. If you can not make it at 8:30 that is fine. Just come when you can. It should take a few hours. 

Thanks,

Laura Mazeika
mazeika1@comcast.net  

758-1339 

 
Mr. Sieller is looking  for one volunteer everyday during I block. (2-2:45). 
As the parent volunteer, your responsibility will be to supervise students being tutored. (6th & 7th Grade students will be tutored by 8th Graders.)
 

If you are interested, please send me your availability. We are still in need of help for Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays. If you would like to do one day a week, every 

 

Help Wanted!

Mr. Sieller is looking  for one volunteer everyday during I block. (2-2:45). 

As the parent volunteer, your responsibility will be to supervise students being tutored. (6th & 7th Grade students will be tutored by 8th Graders.)

 

If you are interested, please send me your availability. We are still in need of help for Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays. If you would like to do one day a week, every other week, or even once a month.  Anything will help. I will set up a schedule as soon as I have everyone's availability. 

If you would like to be on a substitute list  let me know.

 

It is very important that we have parent volunteers for this program to work.

 

 

Thank you,

Laura Mazeika

758-1339

mazeika1@comcast.net
 













DID YOU KNOW…





 	Region 15 received a Math Science Partnership two-year federal grant that allows Region 15 to employ an Elementary District Math Coach who works with all the elementary schools within Region 15.





	Mr. Jeff Haddad, the Elementary District Math Coach, is a professional resource for Kindergarten – Grade 5 elementary teachers.


A former PES 5th grade teacher, Mr. Haddad received intensive training (approximately 100 hours) in the areas of instructional coaching, pedagogy, and other learning strategies related to mathematics. His training continues, and now spends approximately one day a week at each of the four elementary schools within Region 15.  He works together with the teachers to observe, collaborate and co-teach lessons in their classrooms in an effort to improve student learning.    


Some of the goals for this position over the next two years are to:





Improve teachers’ understanding of mathematics content and processes;


Strengthen teachers’ knowledge of specific teaching methods in mathematics;


Develop and strengthen coaching relationships with teachers;


Facilitate teacher analysis of qualitative and quantitative student data;


Develop District and school support for instructional coaching as a tool for improvement in mathematics teaching and learning; and


Raise student achievement in elementary mathematics.








Jeff Haddad:  “I will be acting in a collaborative role with teachers, not an evaluative one. A good coach is empathetic, a good listener, and can bring out quality skills in people.  I will also help bring another perspective to the classroom.”





Region 15 is fortunate to be one of only 30 school districts within the State of Connecticut to reap the benefits of this Math Science Partnership grant. 











PTO Advisory Council Co-Chairs, Len Hamm & Jackie Mulhall    Email: PTOAdvisoryCouncil@Region15.org











